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F2UMd, o. 


THE 


REHEARSAL. 


1. How Epifcopacy fell in Scotland, and yet keeps Ground by the Inclizations of 


the People. 


9, The Presbyterians turn this to an Argument of their Moderation. Their Obje- 


Gtion Retorted of ftanding out againit the Laws. 
Their Argument from Cox/cience. makes againft them. 


land in 1641. 


5. The Ufery the Scots Clergy are Reduc'd to. 


The firft Presbytertax Church fet up at Geneva in 1541, Came into Ex. 


And the : Defign of the Objerva- 


tor, &e. to hinder the Collections for them. 
6. The Charch of England ought to have a Fellow-feeling with them. 


7. The Objeftion of “facobitifm againft them, Refer’d to the next. 
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SATURDAY, November 8- 1707: 





(1.) Country-man. Ou Promis’d me laft 

y time, AZaffer, to go 

on with the <Ac- 

count of the Fall of Epifcopacy in Scotland, 

as likewife to tell how the Obfervator Re- 

viv'd has Force’d you upon this Subject; 
And to thew what Defign he had in it. 

Rebearf. 1 have fhew’d you about 300 

of the Clergy who were Rabbl’d out. of their 


Churches by the Afobb; and this Confirm/d, } 


and their Churches ..declar’d Vacant by the 
Convention or Parliament following. . Then 
Epifcopacy was Abolifh’'d by the Name. of 
an Jnfupportable Grievance, and Presbytery Efta- 
blifh’d as moft Agreeable to the Word of 
God, as well as the. Jnclinations of the: Peo- 
ple. Then the General Affemblies and Kirk Jndi- 
catories Were fet up again, and all the Churches, 


Univer fities, and Schools in the Nation. put | 


into their hands. and they took Poffeflion 
of them accordingly ; except where. .the 
Inclinations of the People, to which they had 
Appeal’d, prov’d too Hard for the New 
Eftablifhmenty which the Kirk {till Complaias 
is the Cafe in too. many Places af. the 
Kingdors. cndamat eS? rd 

- Countryem. Then thofe. Clergy 
Efcap’d the Fury of the RABBLE ‘without 
Doors, we .muft Suppofé were, Difpatch’d 
by thofe within, Sip bee ws 


(2.) Rebearf. You may. Suppofe a Great 


: Many. But ther were feverals,~ efpecially 


in the North, who were kept ‘in: by the 
Epifcopal Inglinations of the People there, who 
wou’c not Receive the Presbystrian Preachers 
fent to them. Againftthefe the Kirk. Sdli- 
cited the Secular--Arm; they were Summon d 


who had | 





to Appear before the Privy’ Council at Edin- Reafon in_Cenfcience not to Submit to Epifco- 


burgh, and Harrafs'd according to Law! But 
this ftirr'd up the Jnclinationsof the People 
rather the More, till the Government thought 
fic not to Prefs the Experiment any further, 
and K. Will. fent his Orders to ftop the 
Fury: of the Kirk, as not being then. Seafon- 
avle! But.the Kirk thea turn’d the Cannon, 
and: Boaft of thefe Epifcopal Clergy as In- 
ftances of their. AZoderation, who are ttill 
fufigr’d to keep. their Churches. Tho? their 
Remonfirauces both to the Queen:.and: the 
Parliament ( Printed inthe Flying, Poffs) 


sare, full ‘of. Complaints. againft thefe.. Epi{co- 


pal Clergy, aud fhewing the 44i/chiefs of their 
being Suffer’d to keep their Churches. And 
they Argue againft thefe Clergy their ftan- 
ding out in oppofition, to the Laws and 
the, Eftablifhment ! 


Country-m. And do not their Brethren the 
Diffenters-in England the. fame?,-And. ‘did 
not Themfelvesin Scotland.the fame in for- 
mer; Reigns, when Epifcopacy was Ejtablifhd? 
They; cut down .Themfelyes, while they 
Strike at. others. ' 


(3.) Kehearf- I fuppofe they will fay ( they 
wou'd if they Cou’d.). that Epi/copacy is.. but 
a Novel Invention; That.ther is no word 
of Bifhops in the Primitive Church ; and, that 
all. the Churches in the World. were Presby- 


'terian, ever fince, the Apofiles Days! And 


Prevoke.me,( as I-have done them ). to thew 
the Beginning of Presbytery,.to name the firft 
Presbyterian Church|. And therefor that the 
Cause is‘ fo Clear againit Epifcopacy, that 
none .caQ, Pretend Scruple of Con/cience not 
to Submit to Presbytery, tho’ they had good 


pacy 



























pacy, even when it was Eftablifi’d by 
Law! 

Country-m. You make them very Ridicu- 
lous, that they will Allow the Plea of Con- 
fcience to nove but to Themfelves! And that 
even in Cafes where they have not a 
Word ta fay for themfelves, or can Anfwer 


a Word to what is objected again{ft them! 


(4.) But Pray, Maffer, tell me which 
was the firlt Presbyterian Churth? That | 
may have it Ready when they ask me. 

_Rebearf. 1 told you. before, it was. that 
at Geneva, fet up by John Calving in the 
Year 1541. The Forty One juft before Ours. 
Let them fhew any Presbyrerian Church be- 
fore if they Can... Or lec them fhew which 
was the firlt Ep:fcopal Church, and the Year 
when it Began. Kvep them Clofe to ‘this. 
You have them in a Wer. 


(5-) But to go on with my matter. 
By the Treatment I have told you the 
Epifcopal Clergy in Scotland met with, you 
may eafily believe that moft of them were 
Reduc’d to the laft Neceflity. Some were 
forc’d to Quit their Country, and feek their 
Bread in other Places. And thofe who ftay"d 
were fupported by the Charity of Well-Di- 
fpos’d People. And many were oblig’d to 
take mean Imployments- to fapply their 
Wants. And the frefh Profecutions by the 
Kirk upon every Turn, when they ‘darft 
Exercife any Part of their Funttion, tho’ in 
privat Houfes, kept them under Water, 
and in perpetual Harafs.. And I have been 
told, that five or fix hundred Pounds Ster- 
ling a Year-of the Bifhops Revenues (all {eiz’d 
to the Crown) was given to the Kirk to 
Defray their Expences in thefe Profecutions. 
But what Defray'd the. Expences of the 
poor Profecured? Who were oft fent to 
Prifon; and Banifi’d from Place to Place. 
They have now worn out near twenty 
Years -under the Saws and the Harrows. 
And being upon the Point of Perifhing, they 
have Apply’d to their Brethren the Church 
of He re where Bleffed be God, Epifcopa- 
cy ftill keeps a Footing, for a feafonable 
Relief in their Extremity. This has Enrag’d. 
and Provok'd the Spirit of Presbytery, leaft 
they fhou’d be Difappointed of their Beloved 
Expettation, to fee thofe Starve before their 
Eyes, whom they have Reduc’d to that mi- 
ferable Condition! And now all Pains is 
taken, and this Obfervator is Employ’d to 
put forth his whole Strength and Rhetorick 
to ftop thofe Colettions which are going 
about for the Diftrefs’d Scors Clergy, and 
to Prejudice everyone all that he~can a- 
gainft Contributing any thing for their Re- 
lief. This is the ‘Cruel’ Death I {poke of 
laft, worfe than Gun-Powder, Axes, or Gib- 


Country-m. You have Child 


m , , 
ready! Blefs us! Can ther be fuck al. 
in Human Shape! A Man wou'd p; "he 


Enemy when in Mifery.  Efpeciall Fa 
brought him to it my felf, far thie wake 
Caufe fome Relenting! Iv is a Fury indeed 
can never be fatisfy’d with Revenge! 


(6.) But, A¢sfter, what can he f 
this Point? All the World mutt’ know 
That thefe Clergy muft be in greas Ne 
eeffity, who have been out of their Benefices 
theie twenty Years, if no other Harm had 
been done them. Why then fhou’d th 
not be Reliev'’d, whatever theif Sentiments 
are as to Church Government? At leaft, why 
fhou’d not an Epifcopal Church give fome 
Help to their Brethren who fuffer in the 
Caufe of Epifcopacy? Efpecially Confidering 
it is not fo long fince they were in the 
like Condition themfelves. The laft time 
before this that Presbytery was Eftablifh'd 
in Scotland, by K. Char. I. it foon Prevail’ 
in England, and Epifcopacy fell a Sacrifice be. 
fore it, with the Ruin of that King who had 
fet it up. And all Auman Affairs are lya. 
ble to Change, therefore when I fee another 
in Necefity, 1 ought to Reflect that it may 
be my own Cafe. What then can the Ob. 
fervator find to fay, to Perfwade Epifcopal 
Men in England not to Contribute to the 
Difttefs’d Epifcopal Clergy in Scotland? 1 long 
to know what he can fay, or how he can 
Turn this matter. 


(7-) Rehearf. No Caufe or Perfon is Proof 

againft the Suggeftions of Envy and Malice. 
They have always fomething to fay. They 
fay, what? Ask Charity with a Dirty Face! 
You' are a Company of Facobites. You were 
Turn’d -out for not taking the Oaths to 
K. W.- &c. And for nothing elfe. You 
might have kept your Charches every Man 
to this Day, if you wou'd have taken the 
Oaths. Thus they fay. 
Country-m. And what fay ‘you to the 
Contrary? I'll give you to next Wednefday 
to Confider of this. And if your An/wr 
be not Clear and Satisfaétory, you'll prove 
but an Indifferent Advocar, 
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bets, Not to fuffer others to Relieve thoie 


whom we have Sraru’d! But to Glut our | 
Eyes with their Expiring Breath! ° } 
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